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91 rue St. Lazare
Paris, France

Dear Sir

| have honor to inform you that “the Korea Committee of the International Commission Dams” has been
organized since 30 June, 1959 for the purpose of participating in the activities of the ICOLD as the
representative of the Republic of Korea.

The Korea Committee of the ICOLD wished to become a member of the ICOLD on signifying its adherence
to the constitution of the ICOLD. | shall attach here the name of the officers of the Korea Committee. If it is
necessary | will inform constitution of the Korea Committee.

Waiting your admission and further informations.
Yours very truly.

Hi-Jun, Lee
Chairman

Officers of the Korea Committee of ICOLD

Chairman : Hi-Jun Lee, CE., President, Korea Electric Power Co.

Vice-Chairman : Tae-Sang Won, PHD., CE. D. Eng., Professor of Hydraulic Eng., Seoul National University
Secretary-Treasurer : Song Lee, CE., Chief Engr,, Korea Electric Power Co.

Secretary : Su-Han Ahn, CE., Assit. Proffessor of Hydraulic Eng., Seoul National University

Secretary : UI-Chul Han, CE., Bureau of Irrigation, Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry

Secretary : In-Song Choe, CE., Bureau of Electricity Ministry of Commerce & Industry.

Secretary : Sang-Nyon Lee, CE., Bureau of Public Works, Ministry of Home Affairs.
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Speech delivered by Mr.Ahn Korean
Representative at the International
Commission on Large Dams on April 18,
1972

Mr. President Distinguished delegates, and
Gentlemen!

I feel doubly honored to address you here
today : first for the honor given Korea in
selecting her at this meeting as a new
member country, and second for the
personal honor of being invitd to attend this
most significant meeting as the
representative of the Korea National

Committee on Large Dams,

Through continuing and tireless efforts the
ICOLD has achieved ad enviable position of
eminence in the field of water resources
throughout the world. I wish to offer my

sincere congratulations for this achievement,

On this occasion of Korea's first
participation, I assure you that we will make
every effort to assist in furthering the
objectives of ICOLD and ready and anxious
to assume the responsibilities of our
membership as well as to enjoy the benefits

we know will accure to Korea,

In conclusion, Mr. President and
Distinguished Delegates, I wish to express
my sincere thatks for the welcome I have
received and for the previlege of joining
such a distinguished group. May the ICOLD
enjoy continuing success in the important
and ever more difficult work which lies
ahead.

Thank you very much.
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Environmental Factors Priority in Dam Building
(FLE]OFERIZ, 2004, 5.21)

Environmental considerations are gaining
increased attention in dam construction
around the world amid growing concerns
that dam construction often leads to
environmental destruction.

Leaders of the International Commission on
Large Dams (ICOLD) were in agreement in a
press conference held at Sheraton Grande

Walkerhill in eastern Seoul yesterday.,

“Protecting the environment near a site
designated for a new dam is a priority in
building dams and the government should
help the public learn about the importance

of dam construction”, said Yoon Yong—nam,

[ ]
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chairman of the symposium and workshop.

Recently, many green activists have been
voicing concerns over dam building due to
the negative impact on the environment, In
the 72nd ICOLD meeting, some 850 experts
from 65 countries, including 250 from
Korea, gathered to exchange information
and experiences concerning dam projects for

seven days to May 22.

ICOLD is a non—governmental organization
involved in the improvement of the
planning, construction, operation and
maintenance of dams and associated civil
engineering works, bringing together
relevant information and studying related

questions,

“The science of dam engineering and water
management has been, and continues to be,
advanced by ICOLD ‘s activities, ICOLD is
preparing to meet tomorrow s challenges in
water resource development and management’,
said Mr. Andre Bergeret, secretary general
of ICOLD.

The world s leading professional organization
for dams was founded in 1928 and now has
about 7000 individual members from 82

countries, consisting of practicing engineers,

geologists and scientists from governmental
and private organizations. The main
objectives of the Paris—based organization
are to exchange knowledge and experiences
of dam projects, to address emerging issues
such as the checking of older dams and
reviewing environmental impact, and to
promote the sustainable development and

management of the world' s water resources,

South Korea joined the organization in 1972,
becoming the 67 member country of
ICOLD. This year, the country saw the 72nd
meeting being held on its soil for the first
time.

For a country which is heavily dependent
upon dams for drinking water and flood
control, sharing know—how with advanced
countries in dam building and maintenance

is very important, experts say.

Cassio Viotti, president of the ICOLD, said
developed countries should try to provide
information relating to dam projects and
"ICOLD should direct its action toward
developing nations." He also stressed many
countries around the world has seen
improvements for their people with less
worry over drinking water, longer life—
expectancy and greater energy availability

over the past decades. According to Viotti,

hydropower costs less to develop than
nuclear power and constitutes a clean
alternative energy in many parts of the

world, including Brazil.

Here in Korea, to minimize the impact on
the environment due to dam construction
and management, some district
governments are trying to create eco—
friendly environments such as parks near
reservoirs and dams.

"More than anything else, the government
should provide dislocated people who had no
choice but to leave their towns with better
places to live and other benefits’, said Mr.
Arthur Walz, chairman of public awareness

and education,

South Korea began developing dams in the
1970s due to soaring population and
industrial development, introduced the first
environmental impact assessment in 1981,
and is now moving to constructing
environmentally—friendly and sustainable

mid—sized dams that meet global standards,

International conference discusses ideas,
technology on construction of dams
( T ™= 2004, 5.21)
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Dams are a worthy investment for national
growth from a long—term perspective, says
the head of an international organization

advocating sustainable development,

'T believe dams are a tool for development
and think our organization should direct its
actions toward developing countries," said
Cassio Viotti, president of the International
Commission on Large Dams, during a news
conference held at the Sheraton Grande
Walkerhill in Seoul yesterday.

The 72" commission conference, which
opened Sunday and closes Saturday at the
Sheraton hotel, has gathered 866
participants from more than 65 countries to
promote sustainable development through
dam construction by exchanging ideas and
technologies,

The commission head noted that his
organization plays a major role in developing
countries, while it makes efforts to bring in
developed countries that could serve as a

good learning model.

"With ICOLD representing countries
comprising up to 80 percent of the world's
population, we have been able to gather a lot
of information throughout the years," Viotti
said, "This is the 72" meeting that we have

led to help countries around the world

[ ]
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exchange experiences."

The global body, headquartered in Paris,
France, was established in 1928, Korea
joined in 1972,

Drawing on the success of dam construction
in his native Brazil, Viotti, who has 35 years
experience in the industry, emphasized that
he has seen "all the good that dams have

done" for his country.

He explained that Brazil started building
dams for hydroelectricity generation 40
years ago. Since then, hydroelectric
generation has increased 16—fold while the

population has grown 2.5 times,

"Energy provided by hydropower and
irrigation are helped by dams," he
emphasized. "Availability of drinking water
in the past 40 years has risen from 50
percent to 97 percent, leading to a
significant improvement in the people's

well-being."

In addition to increasing the average life
expectancy in Brazil from around 58 years
to 68 over the last 40 years, Viotti said that
greater water availability has also helped
businesses grow.

Including the water industry, other

industries have benefited from the rise in
production with the availability of cost—

effective hydroelectricity,

"We don't have oil and coal is not good for
the environment, so the right option for

Brazil was hyrdopower," said Viotti.

Holding commission meetings every year
thus serves as an important means to
promote sustainable growth around the
world, simply by meeting people. In recent
years, the organization has focused on
environmental sustainability in dam
construction, which it believes is key to a
country's social and economic prosperity

over the long run.

"These meetings allow members to learn
how to get more efficient use and learn
cheaper ways of producing hydro power just

by meeting people,” said Viotti,

"So I think our main goal is to divulge
information that ICOLD has gathered
throughout the years. And with technology
of all the members, countries can implement
dams in a sound environment in consideration

of all social issues."
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